APPENDICES
APPENDIX I
ACCOUNT OF MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF COTTON TRADE1
EDGEWORTH, September 27, 1931
T. D. BARLOW: The discussions were frank and friendly on both sides, Mr. Gandhi's main point was that 90 per cent of the population of India was dependent on agriculture, and had no work during six months of the year. The khaddar movement therefore has great social significance. Mr Gandhi has chosen homespinning because it docs not involve heavy capital expenditure, and can be widely spread,
Mr. Gandhi, I presume, would accept any alternative craft that would provide what he is seeking to achieve, the enlargement and betterment of peasant life, but so far he has not been able to find any eflective substitute or competitor. It is therefore impossible for him to abandon the homespinning movement,
Mr. Gandhi denied that this movement was specifically directed against English cloth, and said it was firmly understood that when the Pact with Lord Irwin was signed on March 5 the economic boycott remained He further maintained that it was the economic condition of the world, and above all the lowness of commodity prices, which was responsible for the poor demand for goods far more than the boycott. Mr. Gandhi also said that if what he considered proper and the necessary arrangements between Great Britain and India were established, he fully believed it would be possible to make arrangements whereby a considerable quantity of English cloth would be imported to India, but he could hold out no hope that the Lancashire trade could regain its former magnitude.
Mr. Gandhi said that 100,000 women spinners and 10,000 men weavers were active on the homespinning movement and the villages showed marked signs of economic improvement. He said that the British-owned mills were on the whole better than indigenous mills, but that some of the latter were as good or better than anything in the world. He expressed himself as astonished at the comfort and housing of Lancashire work-people as he had seen it. I hope the frank and courteous atmosphere that prevailed in the discussion will provide a favourable atmosphere for official conversations. If satisfactory
1 Vide pp. 66-7 494